
 

 

 

Maintaining law and order 

Pupil task 1 

Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill said the crime offences recorded by the Police in Scotland from 

2011 – 2012 were evidence of a "safer" Scotland.  Read the following BBC News article: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-22934941  

Working with a partner consider: 

 Did all recorded crime in Scotland decrease in the period 2011 – 2012? 

 Which types of Crime decreased the most? 

 What does Deputy Chief Constable Rose Fitzpatrick from Police Scotland argue? Why do you 

think she says this? 

 What does John Lamont MSP (Cons) argue? Why do you think he says this? 

 Consider overall, to what extent you think Mr MacAskill has been selective in his use of 

facts? 

Pupil task 2 

Describe the role of the police in: 

 Maintaining law and order 

 Detecting criminals 

 Crime prevention (including the specialised crime division) 

 Public safety 

Can you imagine what the world would be like without police? Discuss with a partner what you think 
would happen.  
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