
 

 

 

What does a police constable do? 

Pupil task 

Read the following description of a police constable’s job then discuss whether you think it would be 

enjoyable to be a police constable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflective question 

The above description comes from the Police Scotland website. Why might that make the 

information biased? 

To put it simply, police officers maintain law and order: protect members of the public and their 

property; and prevent, detect and investigate crime. But of course, it's a much more complex job 

than that. Officers work to a shift pattern which is normally over a 40 hour week. Police 

Constables are an integral part of the community - as much at home at major sporting events as 

in local classrooms. Constables work is based in, around and for the local communities that they 

serve.  

It can be a challenging and unpredictable job - as they leave for their daily patrol, there's no 

knowing what they might encounter - but it's also rewarding like no other. Constables actively 

make life safer and more secure for everyone around them. And nothing's more important than 

that. 

Police Constables come face to face with the community they serve every day: providing the 

initial response to incidents; searching person(s), premises and vehicles; attending calls; 

interviewing suspects, victims and witnesses; taking statements; preparing reports; making 

enquiries into crimes and offences; gathering and using intelligence; making arrests; preserving 

crime scenes and presenting evidence in court. 

Constables have the opportunity to specialise in a particular area of policing, such as CID, Road 

Policing, Licensing or the Support Unit. 

 


