IN SCOTLAND

Police initiatives: Case study

Below are details of the Police Scotland Vulnerable Road Users Initiative, adapted from
http://www.theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2013/07/police-scotland-vulnerable-road-users-initiative/

In July 2013, vulnerable road users, who include pedal cyclists, pedestrians, horse riders
and motorcyclists, were the focus of a Police Scotland initiative to Keep Scotland’s Roads
Safe.

The number of vulnerable road users tends to increase during the summer months as
they look to take advantage of longer days and improved weather. Recent statistics
show that there has been a decrease in pedestrian casualties but an increase in pedal
cyclist and motorcyclist casualties. As such, we must all work together to make the
roads safer for everyone.

During the focus week, Police Scotland’s officers detected 1171 vehicles speeding and
218 motorists driving whilst using a mobile phone. A total of 113 people were reported
for Careless or Dangerous driving during this period, and the Scottish Safety Camera
partnerships detected 1209 vehicles speeding.

Inspector Tracey Robinson, Divisional Road Policing Unit Edinburgh, said: “Our officers
have been patrolling Scotland’s roads focusing on educating everyone about the
vulnerability of certain groups of road users. It is disappointing that a number of
motorists are still not heeding our advice.

“All road users must be aware of their surroundings at all times. This is particularly
important when carrying out manoeuvres at junctions, roundabouts and whilst
reversing. In particular, be aware of cyclists and motorcyclists who sometimes travel in
groups. When one passes be aware that another could be travelling behind.

“Keeping Scotland’s road safe requires all road users to work together, enjoy the roads
but travel safely and adhere to road traffic legislation.”
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