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This interdisciplinary approach shows some possible learning opportunities when the experiences and outcomes listed below are connected.  These ideas are starting points and could be used to support planning, depending on your context. In this example we have highlighted a lead curriculum area, however, other curriculum areas can be included where relevant, based on needs and interests.







Interdisciplinary opportunities


Technologies (Exemplified in IDL)


Other opportunities may exist in:


Health and wellbeing through considering the safety of themselves and others while exploring the local area.





Overview


This learning and teaching idea aims to explore the historical, geographical and linguistic nature of place and street names in a local community within Scotland.  The context for learning uses Social Studies as its lead curriculum area, however, there is a strong literacy focus through gathering and evaluating information.��The learning and teaching idea has been prepared for learners working within second level and aims to teach skills in research, analysis and evaluation of information.  The responsibility of all link (Literacy across learning) encourages learners to communicate with each other in a meaningful way and present their findings in a way that is engaging to their audience.��This learning and teaching idea further exemplifies the following learning opportunities:


Study and interpret land features on an Ordnance Survey Map.


Interview local family members about local place/street names both official and unofficial.





Responsibility of all areas, which could be addressed in this learner journey:


Literacy across learning


I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an appropriate way for my purpose and use suitable vocabulary for my audience.�				LIT 2-06a��When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can: 


share information, experiences and opinions


explain processes and ideas


identify issues raised and summarise main points or findings


Clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more.�				LIT 2-09a








Social Studies experiences and outcomes explored�


I can use primary and secondary sources selectively to research events in the past.		SOC 2-01a��I can interpret historical evidence from a range of periods to help to build a picture of Scotland’s heritage and my sense of chronology.		SOC 2-02a��I can discuss why people and events from a particular time in the past were important, placing them within a historical sequence.			SOC 2-06a��To extend my mental map and sense of place, I can interpret information from different types of maps and am beginning to locate key features within Scotland, UK, Europe or the wider world.		SOC 2-14a


��		�





Interdisciplinary Learning


Interdisciplinary learning is an important element within Curriculum for Excellence. It constitutes one of the four contexts for learning in 'Building the Curriculum 3':


Ethos and life of the school as a community


Curriculum areas and subjects


Interdisciplinary Learning


Opportunities for personal achievement





All of these contexts are crucial if the potential of children and young people as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens is to be fully developed.


Interdisciplinary learning enables practitioners and learners to:


Make connections across learning through exploring clear and relevant links across the curriculum. 


Support the use and application of what has been taught and learned in new and different ways. 


Provide opportunities for deeper learning, for example through answering big questions, exploring an issue, solving problems or completing a final project.  


Focus on curriculum areas where there are coherent links and an opportunity to deepen understanding, whilst building on children and young people’s prior learning. A few experiences and outcomes should be carefully selected in relevant curriculum areas. It is important to build children and young people’s next steps in learning into planning, to avoid a ‘one-off project’, which is not connected to prior learning. 


On the next page, the summary of learning opportunities builds on the overview document and exemplifies possible starting points for an interdisciplinary approach, which could be used to support planning.  This links directly to the context and the experiences and outcomes explored.  These suggested learning opportunities explore only aspects of the experiences and outcomes identified.  However, each experience and outcome should be revisited in other ways and contexts to ensure depth of learning.








Interdisciplinary Learning


Interdisciplinary learning is an important element within Curriculum for Excellence. It constitutes one of the four contexts for learning in 'Building the Curriculum 3':


Life and ethos of the school as a community


Curriculum areas and subjects


Interdisciplinary Learning


Opportunities for personal achievement





All of these contexts are crucial if the potential of children and young people as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens is to be fully developed.


Interdisciplinary learning enables practitioners and learners to:


Make connections across learning through exploring clear and relevant links across the curriculum. 


Support the use and application of what has been taught and learned in new and different ways. 


Provide opportunities for deeper learning, for example through answering big questions, exploring an issue, solving problems or completing a final project.  


Focus on curricular areas where there are coherent links and an opportunity to deepen understanding. (Not all curricular areas working together or suspension of timetables.)


On the next page, the summary of learning opportunities builds on the overview document and exemplifies a possible interdisciplinary approach, which could be used when planning.  This links directly to the context and the experiences and outcomes explored.  These suggested learning opportunities explore only aspects of the experiences and outcomes identified.  However, each experience and outcome should be revisited in other ways and contexts for depth of learning.








RELATED EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES


� HYPERLINK "http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/myexperiencesandoutcomes/experiencesandoutcomes/soc201a.asp" ��SOC 2-01a�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/myexperiencesandoutcomes/experiencesandoutcomes/soc202a.asp" ��SOC 2-02a�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/myexperiencesandoutcomes/experiencesandoutcomes/soc206a.asp" ��SOC 2-06a�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/myexperiencesandoutcomes/experiencesandoutcomes/soc214a.asp" ��SOC 2-14a�, LIT 2-07a, LIT 2-14a�� HYPERLINK "http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/myexperiencesandoutcomes/experiencesandoutcomes/tch203b.asp" ��TCH 2-03b�, 2-09a








LITERACY ACROSS LEARNING


Interview local family members about colloquial, (‘unofficial’) place/street names.


Compare official place names to ‘unofficial’ place names – track the origins of the ‘unofficial’ names (is there a historic reason for these names?)


Use information from place name tour and interviews – research and investigate place names and consider:


origins


history


language development in the area and


features of the land


and how these contribute to place names.����





��





TECHNOLOGIES


Use interactive online maps to explore changes in place/street names and land use through time.��Create an interactive display to share learning with peers and parents.


Use appropriate software to create a game using knowledge about Gaelic and Scots elements in place names to design the landscape.














 











SOCIAL STUDIES��Local place name tour to recognize and collect evidence of place names, street names and land features to research on return to school or on iPads/tablets.��Study and interpret land features on an Ordnance Survey map.��Locate local places on maps, relating clues in the name to features of landscape. (Gaelic Learners and Scots Links)��Create fictional maps using knowledge of place names in relation to features of landscapes.��





Possible prior experiences


Learners will have some knowledge of the local area, naming streets and nearby places.





Some learners will be able to describe ways in which land has been/is used in the local area.





Some learners will have created and used maps to find locations.





Learners may not have experience of using Ordnance Survey maps.





Learners may not have knowledge of the history of street and place names.





Learners may not know the Gaelic and Scots elements within the place names in their local environment.








Overview of learning in lead curriculum area





Possible learning opportunities in lead curriculum area





Make a glossary of common place name elements e.g. Aber (burn/river mouth), Strath (wide valley).





Introduce OS maps to children to show how land features are shown.





Using National Library of Scotland maps, compare and contrast local area maps from the past with the present, paying particular attention to similarities and differences in land use.








Possible evidence


Do – labelled OS map showing land features.


Do – annotated photographs of local area.


Say – recorded presentation of learning to peers and parents. 


Write - report detailing history of place/street names in local area.


Make – interactive map.





Skills for learning, life and work





Critically analyse information gathered through interviews and research.





Evaluate and present findings.





Communicate effectively with different audiences.





Work both collaboratively and independently to complete tasks.




















Learning opportunity A:  Study and interpret land features on an Ordnance Survey Map.








Resources��Historical Maps (National Library of Scotland): � HYPERLINK "http://maps.nls.uk" �http://maps.nls.uk�


Interactive mapping games and activities�� HYPERLINK "http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/gamespages/jigsaw.html" �http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/gamespages/jigsaw.html���Current maps and satellite images�� HYPERLINK "http://google.co.uk/maps" �http://google.co.uk/maps���Information on place names�� HYPERLINK "http://www.spns.org.uk" �www.spns.org.uk�


Skills


Analysing common elements of place names and making connections with origins.


Possible evidence


annotated photographs and maps.


written account, detailing history behind place/street names in local area.��








Possible Starting Points


Study and annotate photographs of land features, street and place names taken on tour of locality.


Use National Library of Scotland maps to compare and contrast similarities and differences of local area now and in the past.


Use mapzone jigsaws to familiarise pupils with map of Scotland and place names.


Make list of place names in local area, then use a map to find other places in Scotland with similar elements in their name, e.g. Aber (burn/river mouth), Strath (wide valley).


Learning��Learners can:


locate local place and street names on different types of maps.


identify common elements of place names and analyse their origins.














Possible starting points


Show clips of interviews to illustrate good questioning techniques.


Role-play using open and closed questions to highlight importance of good questioning techniques.


Work collaboratively to create key interview questions to be asked at interview.


Discuss and select relevant people to interview.


Learning


The learners can:


identify different kinds of questions.


distinguish fact from opinion.


facilitate discussion and engage with interviewee in order to clarify points and gain information.








Learning opportunity B: Interview family/local community members about place/street names.











Resources for Learning


Family/local community members.


Video camera or digital microphones to record interviews.


Maps of local area for reference.


Skills


communicate effectively with real audiences, varying style to suit audience.


plan and review quality and suitability of questions.


collaborate, lead and interact with people.


Possible evidence


recorded interviews.


clear notes.
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