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Castles





Introduction


This series of learning experiences at Early Level offer a selection of activities to support learners in exploring castles within the context of medieval Scotland. 


Learners will be encouraged to explore different types of evidence to help them to find out about the past. 


Suggested learning experiences can provide a foundation for further learning in Social Studies and in other curriculum areas. 


Outdoor learning is a key element in the delivery of this learning journey.  





Learning Journey Contents


Possible Learning Experiences


Evidence of Learning Experiences: photographs





Castles were first built in Scotland with wood, before people started to build them with stone, which was stronger. Castles provided protection against enemies, but they were also the homes of rich nobles.


Full historical background, sources and maps for medieval castles can be found in the Castles resource. This is one of 32 resources on medieval life from the �HYPERLINK "https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Pages/soc5-people-of-medieval-scotland.aspx"��People of Medieval Scotland Resource�. See also the Introduction to the Medieval Era for Learners.








People, past events and societies Es & Os


I am aware that different types of evidence can help me to find out about the past. 								SOC 0-01a 





I can make a personal link to the past by exploring items or images connected with important individuals or special events in my life.	SOC 0-02a 





I have explored how people lived in the past and have used imaginative play to show how their lives were different from my own and the people around me.																			SOC 0-04a




















Useful resources





Packages of pictures and replicas of artefacts such as coins, documents and maps at the People of Medieval Scotland Resource: Castles, Money, Medieval Documents, Maps, Wax Seals.


Outdoor materials such as planks, stones, and crates to create a castle structure.


For ideas on building structures outside with learners: � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3xdJbod148&feature=youtu.be" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3xdJbod148&feature=youtu.be�   


For free display resources: � HYPERLINK "http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/history/castles-knights/castles-knights-display" �http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/history/castles-knights/castles-knights-display� 


Barnaby Bear’s Legendary Trip (Barnaby Bear visits a castle and explores the roles of the people who lived in Medieval times) � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078zbb/clips" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078zbb/clips�  


Barnaby Bear visits Edinburgh Castle: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/a-visit-to-edinburgh-castle/5444.html" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/a-visit-to-edinburgh-castle/5444.html� 


Mike the Knight’s website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.miketheknight.com/en-us/index.html" �http://www.miketheknight.com/en-us/index.html� 


Historic Scotland’s teacher information sheets: � HYPERLINK "https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=82999a27-fcfc-4823-8036-a58500ea9845" �https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=82999a27-fcfc-4823-8036-a58500ea9845� 


More display resources:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.primarytreasurechest.com/topics/historical-resources/castles.html" �http://www.primarytreasurechest.com/topics/historical-resources/castles.html�   � HYPERLINK "http://displays.tpet.co.uk/?topic=Castles" \l "/Topic/castles" �http://displays.tpet.co.uk/?topic=Castles#/Topic/castles�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/?s=castles&search_cat=&x=-831&y=-290" �http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/?s=castles&search_cat=&x=-831&y=-290� 






































Responsibility of All Es & Os:





Literacy 


I enjoy exploring events and characters in stories and other texts, sharing my thoughts in different ways.  													LIT 0-01c 


Health & Wellbeing


In everyday activity and play, I explore and make choices to develop my learning and interests. I am encouraged to use and share my experiences.   							HWB 0-19a 























Prior Learning





Learners would benefit from:





Learning through play, both indoors and out.


Experience of visiting a castle, hearing stories or watching films/programmes about castles. 


Having experience of exploring evidence from their own past, such as baby photos, video clips, and family memorabilia. 








Interdisciplinary Opportunities





Expressive Arts 


Working on my own and with others, I use my curiosity and imagination to solve design problems.    														EXA 0-06a 








Introduction


Through role-play and storytelling, young learners can be inspired and begin to explore and understand how people lived in past times.


It is important to use an investigative approach and essential to utilise the outdoor environment to bring this theme to life. 


Learners would benefit from an interdisciplinary approach.

















Possible Learning Experiences





Reflecting on learning


Creating a castle outdoors enables learners to consider the problems faced in medieval times.  


Can they make a sound structure?  


How would you keep the castle warm and cook without electricity?  


Where would the people in the castle get their food?  


What entertainment would there be in a castle?  


How would a castle be protected against enemy attacks?    








Possible learning opportunities / tasks





Discover an artefact from a castle such as a coin, old document or map that has been unearthed outdoors. Use the object(s) as a stimulus for discussion: Where has the object come from? Who could it have belonged to? What was it used for?





Establish that the artefact comes from a castle:  What do they think this castle looks like? What do we already know about castles? Can we make our own castles through small world play and role-play? Could we make a castle structure outdoors? Can we visit a real castle?   








Stimulus


Discovery of artefact in an outdoor environment e.g. a coin, charter or map.


























Possible evidence





SAY


Record the learners talking about their experiences through this theme.





MAKE


Create castle structures indoors and outdoors on different scales using different materials.





DO


Use role-play to act out the different roles and duties of different people who lived and worked in the castle.














Taking it further





Inspiring the learners through problem solving will encourage them to be creative with this theme. 


Introducing new scenarios such as finding a hole in their outdoor castle or unearthing a letter from the king will ignite their imaginations, encouraging them to explore other aspects of castle life.   








Key learning


Learners can:


Explore through play, ways in which artefacts link to the past. 


Investigate the structure of a castle, what it was used for and the people who lived and worked in it.























�








�








�








�








�








�








�








�











