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Introduction


This learning journey at First Level offers activities to inspire learning about Medieval Scotland through an exploration of Stirling Castle. Using an interdisciplinary approach, this journey encourages learners to use primary sources to investigate aspects of medieval life.


The Scottish Wars of Independence were one of the most important events of Scottish history.  They took place between 1296 and 1328, and evidence of the time still remains throughout Scotland. Stirling played a pivotal role in this period of history and provides learners with many rich opportunities to explore and discover medieval life first hand. 


The journey provides teachers with key starting points and points of reference for further information, including useful websites.


Learning Journey Contents


Possible Learning Experiences


Evidence of Learning Experiences: photographs





Full historical background, sources and images for Stirling and the key figures of the period can be found at the �HYPERLINK "https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Pages/soc5-people-of-medieval-scotland.aspx"��People of Medieval Scotland Resource�.





Medieval Stirling





People, past events and societies Es & Os





I understand that evidence varies in the extent to which it can be trusted and can use this in learning about the past. 			SOC 1-01a





By exploring places, investigating artefacts and locating them in time, I have developed an awareness of the ways we remember and preserve Scottish history. 																		SOC 1-02a





I can use evidence to recreate the story of a place or individual of local historical interest.							SOC 1-03a





I can compare aspects of people’s daily lives in the past with my own by using historical evidence or the experience of recreating an historical setting.																			SOC 1-04a





Useful Resources


Packages of pictures and replicas of artefacts such as coins, documents and maps at the People of Medieval Scotland Resource: Castles, Money, Medieval Documents, Maps, Wax Seals.


Stirling Castle Website � HYPERLINK "http://www.stirlingcastle.gov.uk" �http://www.stirlingcastle.gov.uk�


BBC background information on the Scottish Wars of Independence � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/wars_of_independence/" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/wars_of_independence/�


Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre � HYPERLINK "http://battleofbannockburn.com" �http://battleofbannockburn.com�


For ideas on building structures outside with learners � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3xdJbod148&feature=youtu.be" �https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3xdJbod148&feature=youtu.be�   


For free display resources � HYPERLINK "http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/history/castles-knights/castles-knights-display" ��http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/history/castles-knights/castles-knights-display� 


Barnaby Bear’s Legendary Trip (Barnaby Bear visits a castle and explores the roles of the people who lived in Medieval times) � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078zbb/clips" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078zbb/clips�  


Historic Scotland’s teacher information sheets � HYPERLINK "https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=82999a27-fcfc-4823-8036-a58500ea9845" �https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=82999a27-fcfc-4823-8036-a58500ea9845� 


More display resources   � HYPERLINK "http://www.primarytreasurechest.com/topics/historical-resources/castles.html" ��http://www.primarytreasurechest.com/topics/historical-resources/castles.html�   � HYPERLINK "http://displays.tpet.co.uk/?topic=Castles" \l "/Topic/castles" ��http://displays.tpet.co.uk/?topic=Castles#/Topic/castles�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/?s=castles&search_cat=&x=-831&y=-290" ��http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/?s=castles&search_cat=&x=-831&y=-290� 

















Interdisciplinary Opportunities  


This Learning Journey has an interdisciplinary approach and can link to the following suggested Es & Os:





Technologies (enhance learning)


As I extend and enhance my knowledge of features of various types of software, including those which help find, organise, manage and access information, I can apply what I learn in different situations. 		TCH 1-03a


Expressive Arts (drama)


I have developed confidence and skills in creating and presenting drama which explores real and imaginary situations, using improvisation and script. 								EXA 1-14a


English


Having explored the elements which writers use in different genres, I can use what I learn to create my own stories, poems and plays with interesting structures, characters and/or settings.				ENG 1-31a 


























Prior Learning





Learners would benefit from:





Experience of the People of Medieval Scotland Early Level Learning Journey.


Prior experience of visiting a medieval site such as a castle or monument.


Experience of looking at evidence from their own or their family’s past through old photos, stories, memorabilia or film clips to understand the significance of historical evidence in preserving the past.





Possible evidence





SAY


Record clips of the learners discussing and exploring their responses to the key questions posed at the beginning of the theme.  





WRITE


A shopping list for a banquet.


A letter from the king. 


Instructions on how to dress a knight for battle. 


A diary entry of a day in the life of Robert the Bruce.





MAKE


An authentic medieval dish.


A medieval crest for a shield.


Medieval fact and fiction game cards.





DO


Role-play of medieval times through creating Purposeful Play opportunities. 











Possible learning opportunities / tasks





View this video with the class.


� HYPERLINK "http://vimeo.com/89948815" �http://vimeo.com/89948815� (password POMS)





Make a mind-map about the learners’ prior knowledge and understanding of Stirling and medieval times.  





What would the learners like to discover about medieval Stirling? Learners could record video clips of them posing their questions or interviewing each other about what they know and what they would like to find out.  





The class could then decide how they are going to explore these questions through their visit, their Purposeful Play opportunities in school, outdoor learning and ICT resources. 





The learners could ultimately share their learning to other learners and parents through the creation of an assembly, class blog, class book, animation, play, display or film clips.











Introduction


An essential element of this Learning Journey is for the learners to gain first-hand experience of the remaining evidence of Scotland from medieval times.  


In this particular journey this would be gained through a class visit to Stirling Castle.




















 Possible Learning Experiences  





Stimulus


Challenge the learners to investigate Medieval Scotland through an exploration Stirling’s significant past.   Teachers can use the short stimulus iMovie to inspire their class, or create their own.


























Key learning


Learners can: 


Investigate at first-hand important historic sites.


Explore through Purposeful Play the ways in which artifacts link to the past.


Understand that past events in medieval Stirling played a key role in shaping Scotland’s future.





























Taking it further





The learners may consider exploring in greater detail the people and battles of Stirling, for example Robert the Bruce, William Wallace, the Battle of Stirling Bridge or the Battle of Bannockburn.





The Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre provides an interactive and immersive 3D experience exploring the characters and events of the time.





Further details and background for teachers including pictures of artefacts and key documents can be found online at the People of Medieval Scotland Resource.




















Reflecting on learning





Key questions to consider:


Have the learners been given opportunities to develop an awareness that evidence needs to be pieced together to give an accurate picture of the past?


Have the learners been encouraged to creatively use the evidence gathered to recreate the key stories and events of Stirling’s past, for example creating a play to present the Battle of Stirling Bridge?


Have the learners been given adequate opportunity to compare aspects of medieval peoples’ daily lives with that of their own, for example setting up a Purposeful Play medieval castle kitchen?


Have the learners been given the opportunity to explore how evidence can be reliable and unreliable, for example discussing the difference between mythical medieval stories and actual artefacts and historical evidence?
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